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Purpose of Report To introduce the Joint Sustainability Appraisal Scoping 

Report of the NPMP and LDP  

Single Integrated 

Assessment 
See Enclosure 2  

List of  Enclosures Enclosure 1 – Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report 

November 2018 

Enclosure 2 - Single Integrated Assessment 

Public Interest Test 
Not applicable 

 

Recommendation(s) a) That the NPA approve the Sustainability Appraisal 

Scoping Report to allow the document to go out to 

consultation for 5 weeks 

 

1.1 Introduction or Background 

Sustainability Appraisal (SA) incorporating Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is 

a statutory process of all policy development in accordance with EU and UK legislation.  

It is an active and iterative process which seeks to evaluate the social, environmental 

and economic effects of a plan from conception through every stage to final adoption, 

implementation and monitoring.   The aim of such a process of appraisal is to ensure 

that all actions arising from a plan contribute to the delivery of Sustainable 
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Development.  Sustainability Appraisal when undertaken successfully should be an 

integral component of plan development utilised to inform decision-making. 

A Sustainability Appraisal comprises a series of sustainability objectives and indicators 

against which all policy is scrutinised to understand future implications for sustainable 

development.   

Both the National Park Management Plan (NPMP) and the Local Development Plan 

(LDP) are being subject to SA.  Initially, the SA Scoping Report forms the first stage of 

the required Sustainability Appraisal that informs and accompanies the first steps 

towards developing a new NPMP and LDP for the Brecon Beacons National Park. 

The SA Scoping Report identifies the scope and level of detail of information to be 

included in the Sustainability Appraisal. It sets out the context, objectives and approach 

of the assessment to facilitate the Sustainability Appraisal process being proportionate 

and relevant to the Plans being assessed. This report will inform a statutory consultation 

with key agencies that hold environmental responsibilities; these agencies include Cadw 

and Natural Resources Wales. Other environmental organisations, partners and 

residents will be invited to make comments. The purpose of this is to obtain feedback 

on the scope of content and level of detail of the Sustainability Appraisal in the next 

stage. 

 

1.2 Proposals 

For both the NPMP and the LDP the SA is being undertaken in-house utilising the 

expertise contained across the departments of the Authority who will undertake 

scrutiny of emerging plans and policies against a the SA framework.  Benefits to this 

approach are two-fold.    

1. Cost Saving consultancy fees for the SA of the LDP were in excess of £100k.   

2. Better Integration of Plans to Objectives of Key Work Areas  



Cross-departmental collaboration will ensure policy is developed in an integrated 

manner.  The NPMP and the LDP represent the two primary policy documents the 

Authority is charged with developing. In order to ensure that these documents integrate 

the objectives of the whole Authority it is essential that they are developed and 

scrutinised across the departments, rather than being developed in isolation.  It is also 

considered that an holistic approach to appraisal will ensure that SA is a significant tool 

in the development of policy which will be effective in its delivery of sustainable 

development. 

Enclosure 1 to this report sets out the SA Scoping Report.  It is this document that is 

presented to you today with consultation planned for December-January. Members will 

have already had the opportunity to contribute to the SA Scoping Report through 

previous Policy Forums and the Key Working Area Working Group Workshop on the 

12th November 2018.  

As such, the proposed Scoping Report has already been considered by Members and 

Lead Officers for the Key Working Areas and the draft Scoping Report reflects 

Member/Officer input. This is the final proposed draft before the document goes out for 

wider consultation purposes.  

1.3 Implications 

This process places a heavier burden on staffing resources than previous SA production. 

LOKWAs have already had input into the process and following consultation on the 

Scoping Report the assessment phase is expected to require 2 days a month up until 

Spring 2022.  The monitoring phase will take an annual 3 working days per month on 

behalf of the LOKWA (or relevant member of staff).  

This process will have no impact on members of the public privacy.  The LDP itself is 

subject to a data management risk assessment and appropriate protocols are in place to 

ensure individuals rights are upheld. 

The SA incorporates Equality and Sustainability indicators to ensure these issues are 

addressed in policy making.  The intention is that through a properly devised and 



implemented SA both the LDP and NPMP will result in more equitable and sustainable 

outcomes than would be possible without the process. 

1.4 Risk 

If the SA Scoping Report is not approved for consultation purposes this would likely 

result in a delay to the production of the LDP and MP.   

1.5 Conclusion 

This Joint Scoping Report is a key part of the SA/SEA process.  It provides an early 

consultation opportunity on the scope of the SA/SEA for those authorities, bodies and 

individuals who are concerned about the effects of the implementation of the two Plans.  

It will form the basis for the formal SA/SEA appraisal of the Plans. 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION(S): 

a) That the NPA approve the Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report to 

allow the document to go out to consultation for 5 weeks 


